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Inadvertent Discovery Plan for Cultural Resources 
 

Project Name 

 

The Inadvertent Discovery Plan (IDP) shall be followed if artifacts or human remains are encountered 

during project construction/implementation on QIN tribal lands. 

 

Protocol for coordination in the event of inadvertent discovery: 

 

1). In the field location all ground disturbing activity will stop.  

 

2.) 100-foot buffer should be placed around the discovery.  

 

3). The area shall be clearly flagged and protected from further disturbance.  

 

4). The supervisor will be informed and they will follow the protocol for contacting the response team.  

 

5). If artifacts are encountered, work may continue outside of this buffered area unless additional cultural 

 materials are encountered, then the buffer must be expanded. 

 

If bones are encountered, and there is any question whether they are human, ALL WORK SHALL BE 

IMMEDIATELY HALTED UNTIL SITE IS INVESTIGATED AND CLEARED BY THE RESPONSE 

TEAM 

 

 The project manager shall be notified Immediately. The project manager shall notify the Quinault 

Archaeologist, or the Environmental Protection (EP) Department Manager, if the archaeologist is not available. 

If possible human remains are encountered in the Quinault Indian Reservation boundaries, the Quinault Coroner 

and Quinault Law Enforcement shall be notified by the archaeologist or the EP Manager.  

 

Project Manager: First and Last Name, cell (555) 555 5555 (you@example.com)   

Quinault Archaeologist Contact: Naomi Brandenfels cell (503)351-9397 (naomi.brandenfels@quinault.org) 

Environmental Protection Manager: Lauren Macfarland (360) 640-5283 (lauren.macfarland@quinault.org) 

Quinault Nation Law Enforcement: Lieutenant Ron Belcher cell (360) 590 0791(rbelcher@quinault.org)  

 When using radios, caution should be used when dispensing sensitive information.  

 

 No work may resume inside the buffer until a professional archaeologist has assessed the discovery. 

 

 If questionable bones are encountered, do not disturb them in any way. This could be a crime scene. A 

determination will be made by a professional whether they are human or other animal, forensic or non-forensic.  

 

Do not call 911.  

Do not speak with the media.  

Do not take Photos.   
 

When to stop work: 

 

Construction work may uncover artifacts or human remains.  

 

Work must stop inside a buffer when the following types of artifacts and/or features are encountered: 

 

Native American artifact, which may include (but are not limited to): 
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 Flaked stone tools (arrowheads, knives scrapers etc.); 

 Waste flakes that resulted from the construction of flaked stone tools; 

 Ground stone tools like mortars and pestles; 

 Layers (strata) of discolored earth resulting from fire hearths or shell midden deposits. May be black, red or 

 mottled brown and often contain discolored cracked rocks or dark soil with broken shell; 

 Structural remains- wooden beams, post holes, fish weirs, cedar-plank trails, old canoes in various forms of 

 development. 

 Culturally modified trees 

 

Euro-American artifacts may include (but are not limited to): 

 Historic logging evidence (steam donkeys, old railroad beds, trestles); 

 Historic glass (from bottles, vessels, windows etc.); 

 Historic ceramic (from dinnerware, vessels etc.); 

 Metal (nails, drink/food cans, tobacco tins, industrial parts etc.); 

 Building materials (bricks, shingles etc.); 

 Building remains (foundations, architectural components, etc.); 

 Old wooden posts, pilings, or planks (these may be encountered above or below water); 

 Remains of ships or sea-going vessels, marine hardware, etc.; 

 Old farm equipment may indicate historic resources in the area; 

 Even what looks to be old garbage could very well be an important archaeological resource; 

  

When in doubt, call it in! 
 

Proceeding with Construction 

 Construction can proceed only after the proper inspections have occurred and clearances are obtained.  

 

 After an inadvertent discovery, some areas may be specified for close monitoring or ‘no work zones.’ 

Any such areas will be identified by the professional archaeologist to the Project Manager, and appropriate    

Contractor personnel. 
  


