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The 2021-2022 Quinault Business Committee prepares for reorganizational retreat
In preparation for the annual reorganization retreat,
scheduled for the week of May 3rd, the Business Committee
(BC) will develop an agenda following their Bylaws to do the
following:
A. Discuss resolutions and directives of the Quinault Indian
Nation General Council;
B. Schedule an orientation for newly-elected Officers to the
Quinault Business Committee;
C. Establish and reorganize committees;
D. Review and evaluate Quinault Indian National goals,
organizational objectives and tribal programs;
E. Re-direct efforts found to be inconsistent with the wishes of
the Quinault Indian Nation General Council;
F. Review the effectiveness and direction of the administrative
organization;
G. Appoint Officers to chair specific committees;
H. Identify and address any other Quinault Business
Committee organizational tasks.
Standing, left to right: Fawn Sharp - Vice President, Clarinda “Pies”
Underwood - 6th Councilwoman, Noreen Jackson-Underwood - 4th
Councilwoman, Gina James - 1st Councilwoman, Latosha Underwood Secretary, and Dawneen DeLaCruz - 5th Councilwoman. Seated, left to
right: John “Tater” Bryson Jr. - 3rd Councilman, Thomas Obi - 7th
Councilman, Guy Capoeman - President, Jim Sellers - 2nd Councilman, and
Larry Ralston - Treasurer. Note: Everyone was wearing mask and took them
off briefly for this photograph. Photo by Larry Workman

Plan for a healthy Lake Quinault under development by the QIN

Tribal members and Lake Quinault community members can provide input via a short online survey, community meetings and public open houses planned for summer 2021
By Mark Glyde - QIN Communications
The Quinault Indian Nation Division of Natural Resources (QDNR) is developing
a Lake Quinault Management
Plan to guide future manage-

risdictions and the Quinault
Lake community.
The plan will address activities that can damage clean water and lake health, including

actions being taken in other
lakes in the region.
Of particular concern to the
Quinault Indian Nation (QIN),
which owns and manages the

Lake Quinault casts a golden color from its waters as the sun comes up on a mid-April morning. This view is from the
Olympic National Park’s Day Use Area at July Creek. Photo by Larry Workman

leaking sewage systems, dumping, poaching, bulkhead construction, herbicide use and
invasive species, such as zebra
and quagga mussels, and knotweed, which can be transported
by boats, trailers and other
boating accessories. Recommendations will include examples of effective management

waters and bed of Lake
Quinault up to its Ordinary
High Water Mark, is protection
and restoration of Blueback, a
genetically distinct population
of Sockeye salmon sacred to
the Quinault people. Adult
Blueback spend up to ten
months in Lake Quinault completing their maturation process

members and business owners, managing agencies and
others. Two public open
houses will be held in late
summer to present the draft
plan recommendations and
receive community feedback.
The open houses are planned
to be held in Taholah and at
Lake Quinault. To find out
more about the plan development and to see when these
events are scheduled, check
out the project webpage
shown below.
Management and regulatory authority for areas
around Lake Quinault above
the Ordinary High Water
Mark is shared between the
National Park Service, the
US Forest Service, Grays
Harbor County, and the
Quinault
Indian
Nation
(within its Reservation).
Contacts:
Fawn Sharp,
QIN Vice-President,
fsharp@quinault.org,
(360) 276-8211, ext. 1855
Lauren Macfarland,
QIN Fish Habitat Section
Lauren.Macfarland@quinault.org,
(360) 276-8211, ext. 7332

Project webpage

http://qlandandwater.org/project/lake-quinault-management-plan
Find the survey here:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FL5ST9M

The Quinault Bluebanks holds keys to the ancient Quinault past
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ment of the lake. The plan will
be developed through the summer of 2021 with draft recommendations available for public feedback in August 2021.
The plan will be based on best
available science and traditional ecological knowledge
and informed by input from
tribal members, managing ju-

before swimming upriver to
spawn. Due to diminishing
runs, the QIN Blueback fishery
will remain closed in 2021 for
the fourth year running.
“We look forward to everyone’s input as we develop this
comprehensive and overdue
plan to protect and enhance
clean water and the health of
Lake Quinault for people, fish,
and wildlife,” said QIN Vice
President and Lake Quinault
resident, Fawn Sharp. “Lake
Quinault is sacred to us and we
are committed to being responsible stewards for the benefit of
current and future generations
of the Quinault people and our
non-Quinault neighbors.
To make sure the Management Plan considers the values
and concerns of the community,
there are several ways that Lake
Quinault community members
and tribal members can share
what they value most about the
Lake and what issues are most
important to them. First you
can complete an online survey.
It only takes 10 minutes, and
you will also be entered into a
raffle to win a gift card!
Throughout plan development QDNR will be holding
meetings with tribal members,
Lake Quinault community

The Quinault Bluebanks, about four miles downstream of Lake Quinault, contains an ancient lake bed composed of clay with fossils of megafauna from near the
end of the last ice age. It appears that these animals may have died upstream of here and their bodies were washed down the river and into this lake. As today’s
river cuts into the bank on this sharp bend, it exposes scattered bones, tusk, teeth and other remains. Mammoth and mastodon remains are found here as well as
other animals that may include sloths, ancient bison, horses and elk. See page 9 for articles relating to this ancient history. December 2011 photo by Larry Workman

